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Erika Mallin 

Erika Mallin currently serves as the Executive Director of the New York State Council on the Arts 
(NYSCA), where she directs a $160M annual grant budget support over 3,000 artists and arts and 
cultural organizations across the State. Appointed by the Governor in 2024 as the state’s highest-
ranking arts official she has already achieved significant impact, including securing a historic 10% 
budget increase and launching innovative initiatives for artists and arts and cultural institutions. Prior 
to NYSCA, Mallin led the Aspen Institute Arts Program where she led the Institute’s work in arts and 
policy by creating high-profile forums that convened artists with civic, corporate, and nonprofit leaders 
on how to approach some of society’s most pressing issues. These forums included moderating and 
programming at the renowned Aspen Institute’s Aspen Ideas Festival as well as selecting artists for 
the prestigious Harman-Eisner Artist in Residence program. As Executive Director of Tony-Award 
winning Signature Theatre Company, Mallin led the development of the Frank Gehry-designed 
Pershing Square Signature Center, a. transformative $75M project on West 42nd Street. Under her 
leadership, she tripled the organizations size and pioneered one of the nation’s first subsidized ticket 
programs, which has provided affordable access to theater for over a million people and has become 
a national model for arts accessibility. 

Her earlier career spans roles at Atlantic Theater Company, Manhattan Theatre Club, and New York 
City government, where she developed innovative urban programs that earned recognition from 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. Mallin began her career a reporter covering local politics 
and urban development.  

 She is currently ranked #2 in the New York’s Arts and Culture Power 100, served as a Trustee for 
the Trust for Cultural Resources for the City of New York, and has lectured and been a keynote 
speaker at universities, and forums, as well as selected for national and international grant award 
committees.  Mallin received her graduate degree from Columbia University’s Graduate School of 
Journalism and her B.S. from the University of Michigan’s Residential College. 

 
 

 

 

 


