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November 17, 2025
Governor Hochul Appoints Patrick Willingham as Chair of New York State Council on the Arts

The New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) today announced that Governor Kathy Hochul has
appointed Patrick Willingham, Executive Director of the Public Theater in New York City, to be Council Chair.
He replaces Katherine Nicholls, who served as Council Chair from 2018 to 2024.

Patrick Willingham is an arts executive with over 30 years of management experience in the theatrical industry.
Since 2011, Patrick has served as Executive Director of The Public Theater in New York City, home to the
beloved Free Shakespeare in the Park program at the Delacorte Theater in Central Park as well as five
theaters on Lafayette Street in downtown Manhattan producing a robust mix of new plays and musicals. The
Public is also home to Joe’s Pub, a musical cabaret space that presents over 800 nights of programming per
year, as well as several community-based programs that engage participants across all five boroughs of New
York. Willingham has overseen the tripling of programming and revenue and notably served as the originating
producer for the Tony Award winning Best Musicals FUN HOME and HAMILTON. Prior to The Public Theater
he served as the President and Chief Operating Officer of Blue Man Productions where he guided the
significant expansion of the company from a single production in New York City to a world-wide enterprise with
eight permanent productions in the U.S. and abroad, multiple touring productions, two albums of recorded
music, hundreds of television appearances, and numerous partnerships with major corporations, including Intel
and Pepsi. Willingham holds an M.F.A. in Performing Arts Management from Brooklyn College, a B.F.A. in
Theatre Design and Technology from the University of Wyoming; he has served as an adjunct professor and a
frequent lecturer on building and executing strategy in an arts enterprise. He was appointed to the NYSCA
council in 2024.

New York State Council on the Arts Executive Director Erika Mallin said, “Patrick brings decades of
experience as well as a deep, personal commitment to New York State’s arts and culture industry. We look
forward to his championship of our dynamic field and congratulate him on his appointment as NYSCA Chair.”

New York State Council on the Arts Chair Patrick Willingham said, “Our arts and culture sector
strengthens communities, builds economic vitality, and inspires the entire world. This is how we link creativity
to opportunity and each of us to one another. | am honored to serve as Chair of the New York State Council on
the Arts and look forward to supporting and advancing the arts and culture sector that should belong to all New
Yorkers.”

About the New York State Council on the Arts

The mission of the New York State Council on the Arts is to foster and advance the full breadth of New York
State’s arts, culture, and creativity for all. To support the ongoing recovery of the arts across New York State,
the Council on the Arts will award over $161 million in FY 2026, serving organizations and artists across all 10
state regions. The Council on the Arts further advances New York's creative culture by convening leaders in
the field and providing organizational and professional development opportunities and informational resources.
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Created by Governor Nelson Rockefeller in 1960 and continued with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul
and the New York State Legislature, the Council is an agency that is part of the Executive Branch. For more
information on NYSCA, please visit arts.ny.gov, and follow NYSCA's Facebook page, on X @NYSCArts and
Instagram @NYSCouncilontheArts.
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